
 

 

City of Laguna Beach Measure __ 

BALLOT LABEL 

 

Shall the proposed ordinance to amend the Laguna Beach Municipal Code to: 
(1) create an Overlay Zoning District covering all property in the City located 
within 750 feet of the centerline of either Coast Highway or Laguna Canyon 
Road/Broadway; (2) establish special requirements for any Major Development 
Project; and (3) require voter approval for any Major Development Project that 
does not conform to the special requirements and projects causing cumulative 
effects, be adopted? 

YES 
 
 
NO 

 

 

WHAT YOUR VOTE MEANS 

 

YES NO 

A “Yes” is a vote to adopt the proposed 
ordinance to amend the Laguna Beach 
Municipal Code to: (1) create an Overlay 
Zoning District covering all property in the 
City located within 750 feet of the centerline 
of either Coast Highway or Laguna Canyon 
Road/Broadway; (2) establish special 
requirements for any Major Development 
Project; and (3) require voter approval for any 
Major Development Project that does not 
conform to the special requirements and 
projects causing cumulative effects, be 
adopted. 

A “No” is a vote not to adopt the proposed 
Ordinance Creating an Overlay Zoning 
District and Requiring Voter Approval of 
Major Development Projects. 

 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS 

This measure, if adopted by the voters and certified by the California Coastal Commission, 

would amend the Laguna Beach Municipal Code to create an Overlay Zoning District covering 

all property in the City located within 750 feet of the centerline of either State Route 1 (Coast 

Highway) or State Route 133 (Laguna Canyon Road/Broadway). 

The proposed ordinance also would establish special requirements for any Major Development 
Project within the Overlay District, defined to mean improvements or changes to improvements 
on a property, including change of use, that significantly increase density, traffic, or intensity of 



 

 

use by having one or more of the following effects: exceed 22,000 square feet of total gross floor 
area; worsen traffic by causing 200 or more additional Average Daily Trips; worsen parking by 
providing fewer than the Reasonably Necessary Number of Parking Spaces; exceed the height 
standards in the Overlay District; combine two or more contiguous lots to create a single parcel 
exceeding 7,500 square feet of lot area, or exceeding 6,000 square feet of lot area within the 
Downtown Specific Plan, with exceptions; or cause a Cumulative Effect, defined as when 
considered together with other projects within one-half mile proposed over the prior eight years, 
will cause more than 800 Average Daily Trips or the construction of more than 88,000 square 
feet of gross floor area.  The proposed ordinance exempts certain activities from its application. 
 
The proposed ordinance would require every Major Development Project that does not conform 
to the Overlay District’s special requirements to be submitted to the voters for approval at an 
election after the City Council has first approved a zone change for the purpose of removing the 
subject property from the Overlay District.  The City Council’s approval must include a finding 
that the benefits of the Major Development Project to the City outweigh the protections of the 
Overlay District. 
 
The election must take place at the next regular municipal election or, by mutual agreement with 

the project proponent, a special municipal election may be called, the cost of which (currently 

estimated at $130,000 to $150,000) must be borne by the project proponent.  A majority of the 

“Laguna Beach Electorate” (commonly defined to mean the total number of registered voters) 

voting “yes” is required to approve a project.   

The requirements for an election would delay final approval of projects from six months (special 

election) up to two years (general election).  Such requirements, including the extent of needed 

voter approval, add an element of uncertainty in the development process.  The voter approval 

requirements increase the risk that a project will not be approved, require an investment of 

capital prior to placing the proposed project before the voters, and by prolonging the process, 

may decrease the likelihood that these types of projects will be brought to the City. 

This measure was placed on the ballot by a petition signed by the requisite number of voters.  A 

majority vote (50% plus one) in favor of the measure is required for passage. 

 

/s/  PHILIP D. KOHN 
 City Attorney 


